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BY CINDY CARTER
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Bernard Lafayette has
spent a lifetime fighting
for human rights. A Freedom Rider in the ‘60s and
an integral part of the
Civil Rights Movement,
Lafayette has worked
with all the great names,
from civil rights activist
and current U.S. Representative John Lewis to
Martin Luther King, Jr.
himself. And although
Lafayette’s role seldom
took center stage, his
input, drive, and nonviolent approach to activism
has made its mark on the

human rights movement.
With trying times in
politics and strife in neighborhoods across the nation, the Tampa Bay
Black Heritage Festival
wanted to kick off Legacy
Week by bringing in a
man local youth could
look up to and emulate; a
man that has successfully
preached nonviolence to
not only our country but
leaders on an international level.
“We can never get
enough of him,” said University of South Florida
St. Petersburg (USFSP)
history Professor Ray Arsenault, Ph.D.
Arsenault is known

for his award-winning
book “Freedom Riders:
1961 and the Struggle for
Racial Justice,” which he
was awarded three national Emmy’s and a
Peabody Award for.
Having researched
and delved into the lives
of hundreds of Freedom
Riders, Arsenault knows
the dedication and perseverance it takes to change
minds and make a difference.
“He’s one of the greatest civil rights leaders not
only in the states but in
the world.”
Lafayette spoke at the
USFSP campus on the
Civil Rights Movement,

depicting story after story
of multiple sit-ins and his
role in them. He was excited for the opportunity
to discuss how to further
the civil rights agenda
and couldn’t wait to speak
with the young people of
the community.
“I want to emphasize
the international impact
of the movement here in
the United States,” said
Lafayette.
He believes the time
is coming when not only
blacks, but all Americans
of every race, religion,
and gender need to come
together and peacefully
See RIGHTS, page 7

Legacy Awards shines spotlight
on community superstars
BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The Legacy Award Dinner held at Empath
Health last Saturday
honored four AfricanAmerican men for their
distinguished service
and dedication to the
community. Award recipients Elder Samuel
Davis, Senator Darryl
Rouson, Ben Shirley Sr.
and Bishop Preston
Leonard were all on
hand to receive their
awards.
Senator Charlie Crist
capsulated the significance of the award din-

ner in a few short
phrases: “In my way of
thinking, civil rights are
important, maintaining
them is important and
fighting for them as I
know Senator Rouson
has is just as important.”
Mayor Rick Kriseman spoke about Elder
Samuel Davis, who won
the Legacy Award in Education. The mayor visited Davis at Largo
Middle School and St.
Petersburg
High School and experienced the elder’s
passion for educating
young people firsthand.
“One of the things I
know about Sammy…
this is a man who loves

Sen. Darryl Rouson and Empath Health
President & CEO Rafael Sciullo
these kids, and his whole
life has been about these
kids,” said Kriseman.
Rouson won the
Legacy Award for Community Service, and was
introduced by Pastor

Frank Peterman, Jr.
“What I love about
Darryl is his fight for
people,” said Peterman.
The pastor of The
See LEGACY, page 8
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Goliath J. Davis III
I am taken back by what I
perceive as attempts by some
to criticize Mayor Rick Baker
and his administration for believing in Midtown and responding to requests from the
Midtown community for basic
services: a grocery store, post
office and a financial institution.
In deference to the Midtown community, Mayor Baker
did not presume to know what
was best for Midtown and held
exhaustive community forums
where the Midtown community developed a working definition of Midtown Economic
Development along with a list
of wants and desires.
The process is documented in the Midtown Strategic Plan. I encourage a current
elected member or St. Petersburg City Council and others to
read the plan.
The Baker Administration
delivered the requested grocery stores and subsequent administrations lost them. Two
reasons given for the closures
are the inattentiveness of the
Foster and Kriseman administrations and profit lost.
With the closures, jobs are
lost and ready access to reasonably priced foods and supplies
is once again complicated.
Once again, residents are
forced to walk, take taxi rides or
hop a city bus to buy groceries.
As police chief and deputy
mayor, I fought those who perceived Midtown as pathological
and not worthy of investment.
Crime, education and neighborhood deterioration are frequently cited as Midtown
maladies.
The Baker administration’s
agenda addressed each of
these issues and more importantly, constructed a strategy focused on Midtown assets.
People were primary and efforts to bring jobs were paramount.
Mayor Kriseman, members of his administration and
others in the community suggest we abandon corporate investments in Midtown. Yet, at
no time does anyone ever sugSee MIDTOWN, page 2
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Breaking
the Cycle
REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

New online application process for
Pinellas County Schools Pre-K and VPK
Pinellas County Schools is starting a new, more convenient online application
process for Prekindergarten for 3 year olds and Voluntary Prekindergarten. In
the past, parents had to visit elementary schools to apply for a seat. March
20-April 9, parents will be able to apply online for Pre-K 3 and VPK for the
2017-18 school year.
Pre-K 3 is for children who will be 3 years old on or before Sept. 1, 2017.
VPK is for children who will be 4 years old on or before Sept. 1, 2017.
Families interested in VPK will also need to apply for a Certificate of
Eligibility (voucher) from the Early Learning Coalition
at www.vpkpinellas.net.
Parents will not need a voucher for Pre-K 3.
For information about Pre-K 3, visit www.pcsb.org/prek3
or call 727-588-6000 ext. 2184. For information about
VPK, visit www.pcsb.org/vpk or call 727-588-6513.

PICK OF THE WEEK! DOG

43 29 52 DAYS
3-5

CA$H 3

377 241 824

1-8
4-3

6-2
7-4
5-7

Praise the Lord.
I want to invite you out to our Sunday afternoon services from 3- 4:30 pm.
Coming Soon!
True Holiness Christian University
offering Bachelor’s, Master’s, and
DD’s in Systematic Theology!
Coming soon also will be an 8
Week Series titled, The Holy
Spirit/Ghost – What it is, What it Ain’t
and How to Get it the Bible Way.
We were warned 2,000 years ago. Part 2
The Greek word for holding fast is epecho, it means to hold upon, i.e. to retain; to
pay attention to. In Titus 1:9 when Paul
mentions “holding fast the faithful word” the
Greek word is antechomai – it is more active and intense, it means to hold oneself opposite to, or against, hold back, withstand,
to keep oneself directly opposite to anyone,
hold to him firmly, cleave to, paying heed to
him (the Lord by His word).
Holding fast the word is someone who
is Bible based, sound in his understanding
of what the Scripture says and does not say.
He understands what God has said as God’s
word is living and active today just as it was
when it was spoken or written.
“As he has been taught” the Greek
means “According to the teaching.” Meaning they received the truth for some time
and are trained up in it. There are some people that know the truth, but need encouragement to continue in it, others are
ignorant and unintentionally oppose it.
Then there are some who intentionally
align themselves AGAINST the truth with
full knowledge they are not esteeming
God’s written word.
Titus is told, “Exhort” (convict)- who?
Those who contradict the word- the gainsayers (v.10). They are to actively refute the
objections and defend the truth.
If you are firm in your belief of the
doctrines of the Christian faith, you
can be relied on to maintain and defend those doctrines. You can be expected to withstand those in opposition
because you have become familiar and
digested the faithful word.
2 Thess. 2:15: “Therefore, brethren,
stand fast, (holding fast) and hold the traditions which ye have been taught, whether
by word, or our epistle.” Hold or stand fast
is the Greek word steko, a perfect tense
meaning to be stationary, to persevere: in
other words we are not to be moved. Those
who continue in sound doctrine have not
moved from what they were taught, it is
those who do not teach sound doctrine that
have moved from where they once were.

Development in Midtown
MIDTOWN from front page

gest we abandon corporate investments north of Central
Avenue when businesses fail
or decide to leave the market.
Given the long history of
neglect in Midtown and other
urban areas, more not less is
necessary. We must intensify
our efforts, stay the course
and find strategies to incentivize business growth—both
small and corporate.
The Baker administration
did both. The Corridor Program was designed to build
small business capacity and
linking African-Americans
business owners with corporate entities was an attempt to
build capacity among African-
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American businesspersons.
We had relative success.
We were attentive and
worked to ensure everyone’s
needs were met. When asked
about his administration’s
successes in Midtown, Kriseman pointed to other projects
south of Midtown—signage
in the Maximo area and the
rebuild of Burger King and
Publix on 34th street South of
30th Avenue.
I know firsthand that the
Baker Administration heard
and responded to requests
from the Midtown community regarding its identity and
need for basic services. The
Midtown brand resulted from
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Convince- Greek (elengchein) “convict.” We are to both exhort and to convince
those who contradict. To persuade them
and bring them over to God’s correct view
by using kind exhortation, and by instruction that will convince them they are wrong
and this is what is meant. We convince by
the truth and we know they are of us if they
are willing to hear and seek the truth. However, if they do not listen and are contentious
then we must take the next step.
By “Sound” doctrine (Greek: hugiaino)
means healthy, like the saying, “sound advice,” to be uncorrupt (true in doctrine). A
church becomes unhealthy not because the
gifts are not being used but because of no
sound doctrine being consistently taught.
This is our problem today. To be healthy
means we are growing to maturity, we are
growing in love, in grace, not being dysfunctional. If you are sound in doctrine the gifts
will flow out correctly. When we see people
have an unbalanced obsession with healing,
miracles and rigorously pursue experiences
it is because they have not been taught
sound doctrine. They have neglected to
train themselves in godliness that sound
doctrine produces.
“The Faithful word” are the true doctrines. This means that we are to hold this,
in opposition to those who would wrest it
away, and in opposition to all false teachers
we would encounter.
Titus 1:10 “For there are many insubordinate, both idle talkers and deceivers, especially those of the circumcision” Paul calls
them unruly- rebellious people, deceivers.
These are those that do not receive the
sound doctrine, and are not willing to submit to the authority of Scripture. They are
ruled by their own opinions, not Christ.
The fundamentals doctrines are simple
and plain. These are the ABC’s of Christianity; the 1-2-3’s of math. These are the
things we use daily in our lives, and to witness to others. But there are some deep
things that are for our personal spiritual
growth (that would be like algebra), these
we may never use in speaking to others.
Notice that even Peter says of Paul’s writings that some things are hard to understand. Not everything is simple. Yet Peter
cautions us to not be removed and deceived
by wicked men who have become teachers
that do not understand these things in Scripture.
Before I do I want to give you a few
warm up scriptures that will help to
bring this key one to light.Top of Form
Till next week,
God Bless.
Rev. Dr. Robert L. Harrison, PhD
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a desire to personalize the area
and move away from references such as “down there”
and “south side.”
As we progressed with
the implementation of the
Midtown Strategic Plan, feedback from Midtown residents
was encouraging. Especially
pleasing was feedback from
Midtown residents who
moved away and returned to
what they described as an
“improved revitalized community.” The Baker Administration listened, responded
and delivered the grocery
stores. Subsequent administrations lost them.
Goliath J. Davis, III, Ph.D.
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best lead the world from racial
antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race,
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Let’s do it differently this time
Dear Editor:
Don Johnson, an urban
planner and economist, describes urban revitalization
as “something that is easy
to recognize, but hard to
pin down.”
I have said in many forums and within many venues that I am convinced
that the current mayor and
his administration as well
previous administrations
genuinely want the south
side of St. Petersburg to
turn around.
There have been countless numbers of community forums aimed at
capturing the essence of
how our community envisions its destiny and journey toward revitalization.
Some describe urban revitalization as a single economic engine i.e. a grocery

store, a bank or a post office. Some describe economic revitalization as a
single focus on housing,
thinking that if we could
just create affordable housing somehow the community would begin to see a
resurgence.
In 2002, a Midtown
Strategic Planning Initiative
took flight. The planning
process was led by real
urban planners, who had
all of the right focus
groups, they analyzed and
synthesized previous planning efforts, they conducted inventories of the
education system, public
safety and the economic
status of the community.
The plan summarized
that in the Midtown area
alone, there had been 23
plans, 91 planning proj-

ects/programs and millions upon millions invested. Yet, with all the
work put into the planning,
it appeared that the plan
stopped short of developing long-term and substantive strategies that directly
impacted the residents and
businesses of south St. Petersburg.
Fast forward to the
South St. Petersburg Community Redevelopment
plan adopted by council in
May of 2015, the same high
rates of poverty, unemployment, educational under
performance and lagging
incomes that underpin the
socio-economic problems
facing south St. Petersburg
still exists.
The plan goes on further to say that the unemployment rate in south St.

Pete is 60 to 100 percent
higher in the CRA, and
even more alarming the
poverty rate for children
was twice as high as the
city rate. The plan also consists of many of the same
social and economic issues.
Sound familiar? These are
the very same conditions
identified in 2002.
The white elephant in
the room is that in spite of
the glaring economic issues identified in the Midtown Strategic Plan and the
CRA plan, there is no mention of a strategy that links
the residents of south St.
Pete to potential employment opportunities or business
development
opportunities within the Innovation District, which is
described as a “cluster of
higher education, marine

science, healthcare, business incubation and media
institution that abuts the
Midtown community.”
While the jobs appear
to require technical skills
or degrees, a comprehensive redevelopment strategy built from years of data
collected could very easily
have identified a pathway
to jobs or business opportunities within a district
that propose to create thousands of jobs.
The St. Petersburg
Chamber has launched its
own economic initiative titled the “Grow Smarter Initiative.” This initiative
appears to directly target
growth in the Innovation
District as well as link its
overall objectives to the redevelopment needed in
south St. Petersburg.

If we won’t learn that it
is useless to keep doing the
same things and expecting
different results, maybe it
is time to move the redevelopment within south St. Petersburg in a direction that
allows the people who create jobs and grow businesses for a living take the
lead as opposed to continuing the scattered approach
that has persisted for more
years than I care to count.
Maria L. Scruggs, President,
St.
Petersburg
NAACP
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Burg Baseball hits its 10th year
BY JEFFREY ZANKER
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Baseball season is soon in
full swing and Burg Baseball is ahead of the curve.
The Burg Baseball,
Inc. program continues
into its 10th year. Local
residents Charles Castle
III and Mike Fintak, who
passed away in 2009,
started the program in
2007 to give local underprivileged children the
chance to play ball.
“We believe that every
child can perform at their
best and we will not allow
them to fall by the wayside,” Fintak stated on the
Burg’s mission statement.
“We made baseball
available here,” Cliff
Williams, vice president
of Burg, said.
Burg Baseball is the
lowest-priced
Little
League in St. Petersburg.
Their fees range from $90
to $150, which are under
a half or a third compared
to other leagues.
Castle researched info
about the Midtown neighborhood to find that, according to the 2010 U.S.
Census, 66 percent of
south St. Pete residents
represent
minority
groups and 16 percent of

this population lives at or
below the poverty level.
“What would normally
be priced out for a sport…
we give them the chance
at a reduced price,” Castle, current president of
Burg, said.
One of Burg’s goals,
Castle said, is teaching
the young players character and life skills that a
sport requires.
“We are very proud of
being part of something
that would help kids develop … not just in athletics, but also in the
classroom as well,” Castle
said. “We want them to
know that there is lots of
competition out there.”
Castle and his staff
will reinforce their players
about achieving this standard. They often sit out a
player during practice for
not making enough good
grades.
“We are not just concern about them winning
a game, but winning a
grade,” Williams said.
The players’ parents
are often required to help
volunteer as assistant
coach or help at the
Burg’s concession stand
at Tropicana Field.
But Castle noticed that
parents have recently

opted out after deposit, so
he has been recruiting
teenagers for assistance.
“Many parents are
working too much to survive,” Castle said, noting
that parents get refunded
if they volunteer.
The staff has their
hands full in coaching all
six divisions. Their focus
is now on the new tee-ball
team.
Williams notes that
the younger players often
get the butterflies when
stepping out on the field.
“Baseball is really a
mental
challenge,”
Williams said, remarking
that baseball is not as popular in the Midtown area
as basketball and football.
But, Castle remarked,
“they can carry a competitive edge.”
Burg Baseball is affiliated with the Babe
Ruth/Cal Ripken League
program. They currently
have six-team divisions
with nine teams. Their
first division is tee-ball for
ages four to six; follow by
the Cal Ripken rookie,
minor and major (Lion
Kings) division teams,
ranging from ages 7 to 12.
The players can advance
into the Babe Ruth teams:
the Burg Bombers and
Cannons followed by the

Seniors, ranging from
ages 13 to 18.
Burg Baseball has gotten much attention over
the years for their activities and sponsors.
Last year, the Babe
Ruth 13-15 team got second at the 2016 15U district tournament. Also,
Castle and his wife Sheila,
along with Fintak’s wife
Latrice, are nominated for
Bay News 9 Viewers’
Choice Everyday Hero of
2016.
For two years, Tampa
Bay Rays pitcher Chris
Archer, along with WTSP
Channel 10 News, donated money to the program as part of Archer’s
strikeout campaign. Last
year, Archer donated

$8,500 after striking out
around 200 hitters.
Castle and Williams
have sons who play on the
teams. Castle’s son Isaiah
currently plays as a
pitcher for the Seniors,
and William’s oldest son,
Nyneter, plays shortstop
for the Seniors with his
youngest son Kyrie serving as the Kings catcher.
Baseball seems to be
in Williams’ blood. His father Clifford played while
serving in the military
during Vietnam and his
grandfather Buddy once
played for the Fort Myers
Miracle, a local Negro
League team back in the
30s and 40s.
“They gave me a significant calling to learn

and to teach baseball to
others,” Williams said on
coaching.
For Castle, after 10 years
coaching children, Burg has
been a nice journey.
“It’s my turn to be an
influential person,” Castle
said on coaching kids. “It
just blossomed from there
and now we have a great
baseball league.”
Registration will continue until the end of
March. For more information, call Charles Castle
III at (727) 798-7632 or
Burg’s
website
at
burgbb.website.siplay.com
Burg’s fields are located at Lake Vista Recreation Center, 1401 62nd
Ave S.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Clearwater NAACP under new leadership and new direction
CLEARWATER
NAACP,
Clearwater
Upper/Pinellas County
Branch, returns a former
Past President, Marva
Wingfield McWhite as the
newly elected president of
the Branch.
Returning to the helm
McWhite’s
effective,
focus is revitalizing the
branch, while restoring
trust in the community.
Her main emphasis is on
civil rights issues and
being a voice for those
who cannot or will not
speak for themselves.
Serving Florida, Georgia, North and South Carolina as a district
directress of Civil Liberties for the Improved
Benevolent
Protective
Order of Elk of the World,
McWhite believes that issues and concerns mirror,
compliment and collaborate with one another and
can all be solved by empowering our community
with economic and educational opportunities.
Some of McWhite’s
major concerns and resolve will include:
• What is being done
in the areas of civil rights
and civil liberties that affect the African-American
communities within our
neighborhoods.
• Social responsibility
of local corporations, the
hiring of minorities in
upper level positions, the

supplier diversity efforts
of the city and county government.
• The school board’s
educational programs for
at-risk minorities.
• Voter registration,
including the restoration
of rights for felons who
have paid their debt to society.
• Education and youth
issues within the school
system, including programs that are targeted
for certain schools that
may not include AfricanAmerican students.
She expressed regret
that the federal desegregation lawsuit Bradley vs.
Board of Education is
back at the forefront after
50 years because of broken promises by the
Pinellas County School
Board, and that the
NAACP has to go back to
court in a bid to force
school leaders to aid
struggling black students.
McWhite stated that if
we are not careful history
will repeat itself in other
aspects of our lives as
well.
“We must not go into a
deep sleep on these issues and it seems that we
can’t even get a good nap
in.” she added.
As a member of the
Springtime Club, Inc.,
McWhite also has concerns about what is going
on with our youth and the

CONNECT WITH US!

young African-American
men in the streets due to
their actions or the actions of others. Crime prevention has been the
heart of the Springtime
Club’s campaign for the
last five years, and the
NACCP
has
spent
decades fighting the epidemic of black on black
crime
in
America’s
African-American communities.
McWhite’s goal is to
build a strong local
NAACP Youth Council to
address some these issues including bullying.
She believes that with the
help of the National
NAACP’s Education Department and Youth and
College Divisions, local
youth and young adults
can make a significant difference and real impact in
our schools and neighborhoods with the assistance
of the Adult Branch.
Having served as the
first Florida State ACT-SO
chair, (Academic, Cultural, Technological &
Scientific Olympics) she
has a passion for the organization, which is a
competition in the arts
and sciences among high
school African-American
students.
She boasts of national
winners who have become influential and successful adults that were
sponsored through the

local branch under her
tutelage. McWhite adstated
that
mirably
though she was the first
state ACT-SO chair, it was
Doris Hart of Miami who
put Florida on the map as
the 2nd chair who steered
the state to world recognition, and the late Vernon
Garrett who had the vision to start such a worthwhile program where
everything is entertained
with the exception of
sports.
McWhite also boast of
the dynamic team that is
in place to support her
and the branch in her re-

turning role as president.
That team includes Zebbie (Zeb) Atkinson IV
serving as 1st vice president; Lee Davis, 2nd vice;
Melissa Collie, secretary;
Brittany Frye, assistant
secretary; Steve Sorrells,
treasurer; Rose Evans, assistant treasurer and
Bertha Kelly and Kellis
Glenn, who both serve as
members at large.
She states that with
this team, her chairpersons and active members,
many whom have just returned with new hope in
this new administration,
that she expects great

things.
“God is pleased and
has blessed us and our
steps, we pray, are ordered for accountability,”
she asserted.
She also expressed
gratitude for the vote of
confidence demonstrated
by returning her to the
position as President.
McWhite said that the
NAACP,
Clearwater
Upper/Pinellas County
Branch stand ready to
serve the community traditionally under the guise
of civil rights and civil liberties and that the work
has already begun.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Corey Givens Jr. kicks off City Council campaign
BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
City Council candidate for
District 6 Corey Givens,
Jr. kicked off his 2017
campaign at the Hangar
Restaurant last month.
Approximately 50 well
wishers and family members came out to show
support for the campaign.
Givens, Jr.’s choice of
venue for kicking off his
campaign reflects his holistic platform to utilize all
resources necessary to
make the city an economically sound and a culturally rich urban mecca for
all citizens.
“I think right now with
so much turbulence
going on in our country,
we need to rebuild and reorganize, and it starts
here at the local level,”
said Givens, Jr.
The millennial-aged
candidate believes that
the core to future success
in St. Pete begins with activists and people who are
passionate about making
a difference.
“We need neighborhood folks, folks who care

about the home. I think if
we start with the home, it
will ricochet into the
neighborhood, and then
the neighborhood will
transform the city. Local
government does play a
pivotal role in our lives
and we’ve got to get involved.”
He stated that one of
the things he would like
to do first if he’s elected is
to go into communities
and talk with its citizens
to find out what’s working
and what’s not.
District 7 School
Board member Rene
Flowers
introduced
Givens, Jr. as a candidate
who genuinely wants to
make it about “the people
he serves” if he is elected.
“Working with his
neighborhood association…partnering with students in the community
for reading activities, you
cannot miss Corey,” said
Flowers. She highlighted
his work as an officer for
the Democratic Executive
Committee Association
and a staunch supporter
of the Democratic Black
Caucus.
“I know he’s going to

go places,” said Dorothy
Givens, his grandmother.
In a videotaped interview, Givens, Jr.’s grandfather, Greg Carter,
stated that his grandson
said that he “wanted to
become the president of
the United States” when
he was only three years
old.
“Now you’re on your
way there, and we’re
going to support you as
much as possible,” said
Carter.
“I’ve known Corey for
a couple of years, and I
don’t know a more dynamic person,” said Bill
Walker, treasurer of the
Pinellas County Democratic Party. He added
that Givens Jr.’s heart in
the right place, and he
looks forward to helping
him on the campaign
trail.
This kickoff event for
the coveted city council
seat should send a signal
for more millennials to
get involved in the future
direction of the city.
To
reach
Allen
Buchanan,
email
abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
A hall of fame night to remember
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
A packed crowd filled the
St. Petersburg High
School gymnasium last
Friday as the Green Devils prepared to face rival
Gibbs High Gladiators on
the basketball court. It
was reminiscent of the
summer games held at
Wildwood
Recreation
Center (now known as the
Thomas “Jet” Jackson
Recreation Center) where
players developed their
game through the brutal
neighborhood wars on the
court.
Prior to this round ball
showdown, the crowd anticipated a celebration as if
the game had already
been won. Actually, there
were many victories won
before the night was over
that gave reasons for the
standing
room
only
crowd.
It was the Hall of Fame
induction
ceremony
where past Green Devils
were being recognized for
their winning ways.
From the early years
in the sweatbox gym,
three recipients were recognized for their outstanding achievements and are
now a part of the St. Petersburg High 2017 Hall of
Fame class.
Janiellle McCullough,

graduate class of 2001,
participated in four varsity
sports: basketball, track,
swimming and flag football. She was named Most
Improved Player for varsity basketball and Most
Valuable Player for varsity
track during her freshman
year. She was also named
the Most Valuable player
for varsity basketball during her sophomore and
junior years, a three-point
champion for basketball
and broke the school
record in the high jump
during her senior year
track season.

sophomore. As a senior,
Janielle was named to the
First
Team
Pinellas
County Athletic Conference in basketball, earning
a
basketball
scholarship to both St. Petersburg College and Eckerd College. She was also
voted Most Athletic that
same year.
While at St. Petersburg College, she was
awarded All-Conference
honors for Academics
from 2001-02.
Bradley,
Michael
graduate class of 1984,
was a three- year varsity
starter on the basketball
team and captain for two
years. He was named
First Team All-County and
First Team All-state. He
played on the 1984 National AAU Championship
Team Florida as one of the
12 best basketball players
in the state.

Green Devils’ basketball
program excelled in the
1980s. Bradley, along with
many other players,
helped to make the St.
Pete High basketball
teams of this era some of
the very best in the history of the school.
In 1985, Bradley attended the University of
Evansville on a full basketball scholarship where he
was a three-year varsity
starter and team captain
for two years.
Missing from the cere-

Edith Anderson and
brother, Darryl Vinson

cally. As a varsity basketball player, he was named
first team All-Conference,
Pinellas County Player of
the Year and also named
to the All-State basketball
team.
During his time at St.
Petersburg High, he was
one of the most talented
basketball players in the
state of Florida. He played
on Team Florida, which
made him one of the top
12 players in the state.
Canfall went on to attend the University of
South Florida on a basketball scholarship. He is
known for always displaying good sportsmanship
in high school and college
play.
An outstanding student and player who was
respected by everyone
who came to know him,
he will indeed be missed.
Other outstanding Hall
of Fame recipients included Meggie Ford, a

Janielle McCullough
Along with maintaining a 3.0 GPA, she also
earned the Paul Pollack
Perfect Attendance award
for never missing a day of
high school. McCullough
was selected to play for
Team USA, traveling to
Amsterdam, Holland and
Harlem, N. Y., representing the United States as a

Michael Bradley
Under the guidance of
Coach Jack Coit, the

mony,
but
honored
posthumously was high
scoring phenom Joel
Canfall, who died last
May. He was represented
by his mother Edith Anderson and brother Darryl Vinson.
Canfall was a 1983
graduate of St. Petersburg
High School, which was a
huge year for him athleti-

2006 graduate who was a
four-year varsity soccer
player and team captain.
She led her 2006 team to
the state finals, a first in
the history of St. Petersburg High girls’ soccer.
Larr y Tur ville, class
of 1967 and represented
by Robb Townsend, was a
standout tennis player. He
was undefeated in tennis
in Pinellas County, advancing to the state tournament in grades 10, 11
and 12.
Kenneth Horton, a
graduate of the St. Petersburg High School class of
1945, was a captain of the
1944 football team, lettering in varsity football for
three years and varsity
baseball for two years.
The 1975 Cross
Countr y team, consisting of Mike Bartholomew,
Danny Beauchesne, David
Boyer, Chris Fasanello,
Russell Crane, Brett Hoffman and Greg McClain,
were honored for winning
the state championship.
Much like those early
years at Wildwood, the
packed gym was privileged to remarkable accomplishments
from
outstanding
athletes.
There were many victories won before this night,
which gave some reasons
for the standing room only
crowd.

Meggie Ford

What it takes to be a man in today’s heated political climate
RIGHTS, from front page

protest for a world where
everyone is not only equal
but treated with respect
and dignity.
But Lafayette hopes
today’s youth can become
activists and not anarchists.
Currently, he holds workshops all over the world
teaching the effectiveness
of nonviolence.
“You can never win unless you’re able to convince
the majority of people to either join you, support you
or sympathize with you,”
said Lafayette.
He believes winning
people over is the secret to
changing the minds of
those who ultimately are
passing the laws and making the decisions.
“That’s why we were
able to achieve what we did
in the movement.”
At 76, Lafayette often reflects on his life and how
things have changed for the
up and coming generation.
He knows children haven’t

experienced having to sit in
the back of the bus, drink
from separate fountains or
dine in segregated restaurants. They haven’t had to
fight for the right to obtain
an education or the sting of
their voices being muffled
and silenced.
“Our young people
need this now more than
ever because they’re not
used to this kind of stuff
that is going on now,” he
said.
He urged everyone to
take a stand, emphasizing
that it be nonviolent, as to
prevent his work and the
work of all the activists
from being discarded. “One
of the things you can’t do is
sit on the couch or in the
rocking chair and grieve
about what’s going on.”
Audience
members
asked questions along the
theme of “Looking Back to
Move Forward” and with
the 50th anniversary of Dr.
King’s
assassination

Lafayette and local leaders
felt it was important to have
a conversation on the history of African -American
males and their status in
the U.S.
Lafayette took questions on all subjects from
his viewpoint of young
black men knowing how to
tie a tie, to his views on corporal punishment at home
versus timeouts and even
fielded political questions
about newly elected President Donald Trump and his
recent comments toward
Rep. Lewis.
“I think his comments
regarding the legitimacy of
Trump could have been
phrased in a different way,”
he said. Although Lafayette
doesn’t agree with the president’s approach either, he
urges people to understand
there is a better way.
Such as when he lived
on 7th Avenue in Tampa,
now known as Ybor City. As
a youth, Lafayette used to

take coffee orders from the
local merchants before the
shops opened up.
“I used to charge 10
cents for the coffee and 10
cents for the delivery,” he
joked.
He used to lean against
the stools waiting for his orders to be filled. Black folks
couldn’t sit on the stools
back then. Lafayette would
shoot the breeze with the
guy filling his orders and
remembers the moment he
decided to take a stand and
sit.
“Our eyes met, there
was a strategic pause as we
looked at each other,” said
Lafayette. But the merchant wanted his business
and from that day on
Lafayette sat on the stools
while he waited for his
morning orders of coffee.
Peaceful, nonviolent.
Just the message Lafayette
carried on with when he
started the sit-in movement
in Nashville. It was Rep.

Lewis who encouraged him
to attend the workshops
and get trained in nonviolence sit-ins. Lafayette organized, demonstrated and
was a part of changing people’s minds, making them
see the benefits of working
together.
He’s seen firsthand the
effects of resisting negative
and violent behavior. “You
got to resist,” he said.
“Don’t imitate. Don’t follow.
Lead.”
Lafayette views retaliation as a weakness, not a
strength. He remembers
speaking to Dr. King, who
incidentally personally recruited him to be on his
staff, the day before his assassination. In fact, after
working on a speech together, Dr. King had told
him to go on ahead to
Washington D.C. to a conference they were both attending. When his plane
touched down, Lafayette
heard the news.

King had always encouraged him to take the
nonviolent movement and
make it international, to
move from civil rights to
human rights. He hopes
the young folks of today, of
every race and religion, will
take the message and the
dream of Dr. King and go
on extraordinary adventures in peace, in the name
of togetherness and equality.
Lafayette has devoted
his life to nonviolent training and has held workshops all over the world. He
hopes to bring his message
to more institutions globally
and that nonviolence will
prevail.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Tampa Bay Black Heritage Festival in St. Pete
LEGACY, from front page

Rock of Jesus Missionary
Baptist Church especially
admired Rouson’s fight to
rise through the political
ranks to represent his
home city and now the entire Tampa Bay area.
“Darryl did one better,
and he became the senator
from this area,” Peterman
said.
Director of Sanitation
Ben Shirley Sr. received
the Legacy Award for Public Service. He was honored by Pinellas County
Commissioner Ken Welch
and former Mayor Rick
Baker who presented the
award.
“Sanitation is about
garbage, and if it doesn’t
work, people think about it
acutely,” said Baker, as he
segued into one of the unworkable situations that
Shirley helped remedy.
One of the open lots in
the Childs Park community
was being used as a dumping ground for garbage.
Eventually, the city, with
Shirley’s help, found out
the culprit who had been
dumping was driving all the

way from North Pinellas
County.
“So we were able to follow the vehicle, get the tag
number, find the vehicle
and impound it,” said
Baker.
The last Legacy Award
recipient for 2017 was
Bishop Preston Leonard,
who has pastored Christ
Gospel Church for the last
59 years. Joran Oppelt of
Interfatih Tampa Bay introduced Leonard as a man of
strength and character.
“I’ve been privileged to
hear his story,” said Oppelt.
“A story about growing up
in St. Petersburg, this town
during a time of segregation, and separation, and
story
depression…his
humbled and transformed
me.”
Soloist Deneen Wyman
raised everyone’s spirit and
received a thunderous
standing ovation for her
rendition of “There Is
Power In The Name of
Jesus.”
speaker
Keynote
Loretta Monroe-Calvin of
Calvin Consulting and Im-

pact 2020 spotlighted the
importance of soldiers and
their tendency to focus on
what needs to be done instead of fretting over what
they will get in return.
Monroe-Calvin biblically anchored her talk on
a conversation between
Paul and Timothy. Her secular angle was drawn from
a saying by Thomas Edison: “Opportunity is often
missed because it is
dressed in overalls and
looks like work.”
In the final analysis, she
encourage every generation present to be willing to
roll up their sleeves, work
and push each other forward.
The Legacy Awards is
part of Tampa Bay Black
Heritage Festival that
began last month in Hillsborough County.
Empath Health, The
Weekly Challenger, USFSP,
Tampa Bay Black Heritage
Festival and The Power
Broker magazine all sponsored the event.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Happy Workers:
Alternative facts or
alternative reality?
Dear Editor:
In response to my Letter
to the Editor regarding the
Happy Workers takeover by
R’Club, Maria Scruggs submitted a laundry list of “alternative facts,” or “alternate
reality,” to defend her actions
and decision regarding the
learning center. Despite this
vigorous defense, the truth
does not change by simply
providing a different version.
Here is an example of
Ms. Scruggs’ attempts to provide “alternative facts” (this
new phenomenon in public
discourse). She claims that
the statement I wrote “an action by R’Club to take over
Happy Workers came after
many years of licensing violations, which no one can
deny” is not accurate.
A list of the violations
Happy Workers accumulated
since 2010 can be viewed inside of this article on TheWeeklyChallenger.com. It is
also available as a public
record through Pinellas
County (Child Care) License
Board. Her response to my
article is replete with such attempts to twist the truth and
deflect from the critical questions, which is understandable.
Here is another example,
despite Ms. Scruggs’ alternate reality, which she claims
was her clarity, at no time did
Lutheran Services Florida
(LSF), or any other entity, to
my knowledge (except for
R’Club) worked towards acquiring Happy Workers. LSF
proposal to assist Happy
Workers is a matter of public
record and can be accessed
and read by anyone interested in the truth.
A further example of alternative facts. LSF’s representatives met with Happy
Workers board on December 10, 2016, and proposed to
provide technical assistance
and training, and answered
questions from all in attendance. Everyone agreed
with proceeding with a written proposal. Shortly thereafter, a written proposal was

submitted to Ms. Scruggs
and the City of St. Petersburg
for potential funding. What
Ms. Scruggs’ describes as
surreptitious behavior was
nothing more than an honest
dialogue with the city regarding how to fund the proposal.
At a city council meeting
on January 5, Ms. Scruggs
made an appeal to council for
funding of approximately
$385,000 for Happy Workers,
which included monies for
the proposed assistance from
LSF, and was not approved
by the council. However,
LSF was not made aware that
this appeal would be made, or
that LSF’s proposal would be
included. When informed of
this fact, Ms. Scruggs indicated that she “thought” she
had provided a copy of the
presentation.
Despite Ms. Scruggs
rants and raves about her efforts to help Happy Workers
since November 2012, many
in the community wanted to
help Happy Workers, but
found it challenging to work
with someone who wanted to
do it “her way.”
What is clear is that Ms.
Scruggs must take responsibility for Happy Workers performance during her watch.
What “our babies” need is a
safe and healthy environment that provides a quality
early learning experience
and objectively measured
child readiness outcomes
that prepare these babies for
kindergarten.
Go to TheWeeklyChallenger.com to view the
Happy Workers School
Readiness noncompliance
timeline.
Dr. Ricardo A. Davis

Reparations and the spoils of war
Dear Editor,
The recent controversy
over President Donald
Trump’s executive order
ban on refugees from several Middle Eastern countries has spawned national
debates and outcry across
the country. This order by
Trump is only one in a series of executive orders that
subsequently has been the
hallmark of his presidency
since he took office.
From the Women’s
March on Washington to
rallies at the Supreme
Court, left wing liberals
have denounced virtually
every action by this president in more ways than
one. From conversations
about abortion, woman’s
rights, immigration and
outsourcing, to taxes, jobs,
the Constitution and presidential powers, these issues have been the subject
of politicians, political pundits and news outlets to
date.
Amid all the fray and
controversy Trump seems
to be creating, African
Americans find themselves
in a unique position under
this presidency. Though
many environmentalists,
action groups, social movements and “white liberals”
have painted Trump as a
racist tyrant and insist that
he is the embodiment of
hate and greed, it is impossible, however, for African
Americans to lay 400
years of torture, murder
and slavery on him alone.
The plight of African
Americans has been an
enduring and painstaking
journey towards justice
and equality, and even
President Trump with all
his presidential powers
can’t
“repeal”
the
progress black people
have made.
With that said, African
Americans, for the most
part, have not led the antiTrump campaigns or
demonstrations partly because though he may be
a part of the problem, according to some, he is not
“the” problem for African
Americans. With President Obama now gone,
the reality of an all- white

government is now settling
in and for African Americans this is unwanted, yet
familiar territory.
Today, African Americans see other social and
ethnic groups demanding
equality, jobs and civil
rights, and though these
demands may be justified
in some respects, they still
do not measure up invalidity or righteousness when
compared to the demands
of African Americans.
Immigrants, for example, came to the United
States willingly with the expectation of a better life.
Black people, on the hand,
were kidnapped and forced
into a life of torture, slavery
and degradation. Knowing
this, how is it conceivable
that American justice,
equality and civil rights can
bypass the African American, who literally built this
country with his/her bare
hands.
No race, ethnic or social
group deserves economic
and social justice here in
America more so than
African Americans. Not
even the Native American
have a stronger case for
American justice because
they—who in defense of
their land and way of life—
declared and waged war
against the colonies and the
United States.
Though justified in
many respects, Native

Americans subsequently
declared war against the
U.S. and lost. For this reason, the killings, raids, battles and the confiscation of
their land should be considered, and rightfully so, “the
spoils of war.” In other
words, the United States
does not owe Native Americans anything, especially
land.
With credit to Native
Americans,
European
colonists never faced a
more feared and deadly
foe. By all historical accounts, the deadly exploits
of Native Americans
against European settlers,
colonies and the U.S. are
recorded more often than
not as massacres.
The fact is Native
Americans have earned a
place and title in American
history that is often described by one word:
Brave. However, “brave”
does not command the
same need for American
justice as the title of “slave.”
Therefore, it is important
for African Americans to
not only demand justice, in
its’ various forms, but receive justice.
Reparations are often
mentioned by today’s black
leaders, and the idea of
monetary, land and tax
breaks is something Americans need to consider
when exploring the concept of reparations. Native

Americans waged war
against the U.S. and received land (reservations),
tax breaks and some degree of sovereignty on their
land, while blacks, who
were enslaved and fought
in every war for the United
States, receive nothing.
Reparations in the form
of land were considered by
freed African American
slaves to be some sort of
atonement after the Civil
War. This is evident in the
writings of Tunis Campbell,
a preacher, statesman and
African-American leader
during the 19th century.
Needless to say, the day
is coming according to
scripture, “when the last
shall be first, and the first
shall be last,” and if indeed
African Americans are last
in term of economic, social
and civil justice, the day is
soon approaching when
America must be held to
account in the form reparations for the crime of slavery.
Chico Cromartie

Celebrating the faith-based community’s devotion to distressed communities
BY APRIL PUTZULU
Juvenile Welfare Board

ST. PETERSBURG —
Some faith-based leaders
may question whether
their mission is limited
strictly to soul saving; others have expanded their
role to include community
saving. For those who
choose to do more and
would like the opportunity
to expand their role – perhaps to attract more youth,
millennium families or sim-

ply a more diverse membership – there is a
medium by which to
achieve this goal.
The Juvenile Welfare
Board invites everyone
who is interested to attend
an upcoming Faith-Based
Symposium on Thursday,
Feb. 16 from 8:30 -4 p.m. at
BridgePoint Church, located at 6690 Crosswinds
Drive N, St. Petersburg.
You will join others
from the faith-based community, social service

providers, community organizations and community champions at this
fourth annual event, sponsored by Family Oriented
Concept Unified to Serve,
affectionately known as
FOCUS, in partnership
with the Juvenile Welfare
Board of Pinellas County,
the Florida Dream Center
and Eckerd Kids. This
year’s theme is: For Maximum Impact, Be the
Change!
Participants will be

treated to special guest
speaker Florida’s Chief
Child Advocate Zachary
Gibson from the Governor’s Faith-based and Community-based
Advisory
Council. He and other community leaders will be on
hand to impart their wisdom and learn about the
high level of engagement
of the Pinellas County faithbased community in helping hurting, broken and
challenged
populations
throughout the county.

This year’s theme allows for the faith-based
community – who are historically our first responders – to meet others and
learn outreach strategies,
community initiatives and
systems changes that are
in place to assist with Pinellas County’s most vulnerable populations in high
need communities.
You are invited to join
us for this learning experience with all the deserve
praise and be inspired to do

more for the oppressed,
the widowed and the fatherless.
For more information,
contact JWB Senior Special
Projects Coordinator Trenia Cox at (727) 453-5624
or tcox@jwbpinellas.org.
To register online for
the
symposium
visit
2017focussymposium.even
t.com. To register by email
or phone, contact Millicent
Battle at (727) 453-5660 or
mbattle@jwbpinellas.org.
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Blame the black guy
Dear Editor:
When I read the article
written by Charles Frago
in the Tampa Bay Times, I
was very angry but not really surprised. I had been
forewarned that the city
was going to do a hit job
on me and try to blame me
for the grocery store closing. There is a familiar pattern here for this
administration.
If something blows up
on your watch, blame previous administrations; and
if it happens in Midtown,
blame the black guy.
Did it make sense for
the mayor to offer incentives for Walmart to stay
but not make those offers
before the official decision
to leave was made? Have
you seen any article or
other utterance where this
administration has taken
any responsibility for any
of what happened? Why is
it not an embarrassment to
say they were blindsided
when they were forewarned months ago that
the store was struggling?
From beginning to
end, the whole underlying
premise of this article is
that the city’s error in this
project was going with the
inexperienced, crooked
black guy. Although the
owner and developer of
the project was and is
Urban Development Solutions Inc., a non- profit
Florida
corporation,
through its wholly owned
affiliate Queensboro 1
LLC, that fact was not
mentioned anywhere in

the article.
It was not mentioned
because the whole purpose was to attack and demean
me,
Larry
Newsome. Attacking and
demeaning me was necessary in order for the readers to buy into all of the
other garbage included in
the article.
The underlying subliminal message is that
had the city stuck with
mainstream developers
this would have been a
successful project and the
grocery stores would not
have left. The facts are that
both stores publicly stated
that they closed because
they could not generate
sufficient revenues to earn
a profit, which has nothing
to do with how the project
was developed or managed.
This community was
without a grocery store for
35 years. None of the
mainstream developers
made any effort to develop
one because main development techniques would
not have worked. UDS
spent five years of
painstaking effort to develop this project.
It raised over $9.5 million dollars to make it a reality. Only $2.5 million of
those dollars came from
the city. As the city retained ownership of the
land, which was $1.2 million, their only investment
at risk was $1.3 million.
This was not a city development project. This was a
project developed by UDS

in which the city along
with the federal government and other stakeholders participated. You
would not know that from
reading the article.
It is obvious from the
way the article was written
that Mr. Fargo had spent a
lot of time with certain
people on city staff that
had been told that they
needed to take care of me.
The story is full of lies, innuendo, alternative facts
and makes clear that the
person writing is not a
business or real estate person. If he were he would
know that a lot of the stuff
he was told was garbage.
I stand ready at any
point in time to stand before this community and
debate anyone that the city
wishes to put forward including the mayor. This
community deserves to
know the facts. Not this
sorry hit job put together
by them and the Times.
No one can do a nine
million dollar project that
was as complicated as the
Midtown Plaza project was
without a lot of help from
experienced real estate
lawyers, real estate professionals and experienced
business people. This was
a long slow painstaking
project that took almost
five years and $200,000 in
legal fees to complete.
The end result of all of
that effort was a beautiful
plaza that won the award
as the best redevelopment
project in Florida for 2005.
We did this while provid-

ing the anchor tenant with
the deeply discounted
lease rates that made it
possible for them to come
to the center.
The city performed
market research and had
focus groups that identified a grocery store as the
number one priority of the
community. UDS’s financial analysis indicated that
Midtown could support
three grocery stores.
Sweetbay did their own
market analysis and we
used that analysis to tailor
the lease agreement to
their specific needs. We
opened the store to great
fanfare.
What we did not contemplate was the amount
of hubris that had built up
within the community
over supporting community businesses. This was
not something that simply
occurred when the Sweetbay store opened. It was
and has been within the
community and has built
up over decades. It is
going to take far more that
the civic-minded people in
the community to resolve
this problem. It is not a
problem unique to Midtown. It is a problem all
over this country.
Many
communities
have recognized the problem and begun to develop
programs to deal with it.
Unfortunately, this administration does not have any
programs to deal with it
and does not even recognize its existence. However, as a businessperson

that has wrestled with it
every day for the last 15
years, I know that it is the
one problem that will keep
Midtown from moving forward until this issue is effectively dealt with.
The messages coming
from this administration
are unfortunately confusing and demonstrate a
total lack of understanding
of what is going on, on the
ground in Midtown. On
the one hand the mayor is
publicly stating that the
city is moving forward
with the acquisition of the
shopping center, but on
the other hand, the deputy
mayor says that building a
beautiful store in a sea of
poverty is useless.
That begs the question
as to why the city is willing
to pay $2.2 million dollars
for a useless shopping center with no anchor tenant,
in a sea of poverty. Especially if they have no programs to assist likely
tenants in being successful
by connecting with their
potential customers.
The programs that the
city has are great if you
have a base of successful
businesses to build upon.
However, in the sea of
poverty, that the deputy
mayor sees, these programs are largely ineffectual because they are not
significant enough to matter.
The vast majority of
businesses of the size that
the city is focusing on fail
with the first three to five
years. In a community like

Larry Newsome,
president of Urban
Development Solutions
Midtown the failure rate is
much higher. This city did
a lot of the things this current administration is
doing now over 25 years
ago. They did not work
too well then and the prognosis is not very good for
the programs they have
now. How do I know this?
I was there and active in
the effort to grow small
businesses in Midtown.
If this city is serious
about transforming Midtown, we need a 10 year
$200 million dollar plan.
Not one where one to two
million per year is spent
and celebrated as if it is a
major accomplishment.
That is what has been happening for most of the last
40 years.
If you would like a detailed point-by-point rebuttal to Frago’s article,
please email me at ljnewsomesr@yahoo.com and I
will send you a copy.

Walmart’s closing could be a big opportunity for Midtown
BY JABAAR EDMOND
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG –
As the Midtown community braced for the closure
of yet another grocery
store within the last five
years, solutions seem
hard to come by for Tangerine Plaza.
Walmart announced
that it would be closing its
doors in March, but surprised shoppers by closing earlier this week.
The community is left
wondering if there will
ever be a solution to the
problem of big businesses
coming and leaving before the tax incentives expire. This type of
incentive-based selection
process only seems to
leave the community high
and dry.
Community groups
have been scheduling
meetings to discuss the
economic and psychological impact this latest
store closing will cause.
With two major grocery
chains pulling out within
four years, the perceived
notion that Midtown resi-

dents are unworthy or unprofitable to major corporations is rearing its ugly
head. This is a huge blow
to the psyche of an already bruised community.
Some groups ponder
solutions, while everyday
citizens figure out new
ways to get groceries or
lifesaving medications.
The entire Tangerine
Plaza came under foreclosure late last year, and
Mayor Rick Kriseman announced the city stills
plans to go ahead with the
purchase of the plaza.
A community meeting
last month at the Enoch
Davis Center included the
owner of the property,
Larry Newsome, City
Councilman Karl Nurse,
the Uhuru Solidarity
Movement, the Dream
Defenders and other concerned citizens.
With the city potentially becoming a stakeholder, it could open up a
whole new reality and opportunity for the community. Being city-owned, a
community owned grocery store or co-op where
the city can acquire a fran-

chise or open their own
store is possible.
This new grocery
store cannot only be a
place where food is
bought, but it could also
be a job incubator or
source of employment for
generations in this community with funding
sources coming from the
CRA and other grants and
initiatives that this project
will instantly qualify for.
There needs to be an
open minded, thinking
outside of the box strategy for the adversity and
challenges that are faced
in this already struggling
community.
With property values
on the rise and rents increasing in some places, it
will actually secure community income. Profits
can be used to lowering
the price. Theoretically,
this could be the most affordable grocery store in
the city, and no doubt this
model will be copied in
hard-hit
communities
everywhere.
This Walmart closing
is not an isolated event.
There has been a giant

wave of closures throughout the United States,
with more to come in
2017.
This could be a beautiful opportunity, as it will
give the community a
chance to own a very
valuable piece of real estate within the CRA and
could leverage that ownership into opening up a
community-owned franchised big-box store with
the ability to use profits to
lower the prices.
Residents would have
the opportunity to make
better food choices without breaking the bank,
summertime
employment and after school employment for the youth
would be possible, upper
-level
management
trainee opportunities as
well as entrepreneur opportunities could all come
out of this idea.
Using this large facility not only as a grocery
store but also as a business incubator to empower the community is
an opportunity that cannot be passed up, especially with CRA money

available.
This would be a longterm process that would
ensure that the community could use CRA dollars in a visible way. This

could be the flagship CRA
project that perhaps
would stand for decades
for the community and by
the community.

At Island Flavors and ‘Tings, you will find everything
you want from the Islands and more all in one location.
Grocery • Restaurant • Catering
1411 49th St. S, Gulfport, FL 33707
Main: 727-327-6416 Catering: 727-804-1849
islandflavorsandtings.vpweb.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Transformed in a dream
BY DEXTER L. MCCREE
Featured Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – A
dream is what made Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.
hopeful. A dream where
people will be equal with
oneness! Unity! Together!
What a dream, where people separated by racial
tension, political position
and economically inequality could transform into a
community one day.
Transformed: Community Unity Day held
last month at the Laos
Multicultural
Center
aimed at providing an opportunity for discriminatory healing and the
embracing of oneness in
our local community. The
event provided a venue
for the community to release stress, anxiety and

examine their beliefs
about varying cultures. It
allowed the community a
chance to share various
cultural perspectives and
to celebrate our diversity.
“This was quite an experience where people
who don’t know each
other came together in
unity and love and just
had fun,” said Deborah
Saathoff, program chairperson for the event.
“I believe when Dr.
Martin Luther King spoke
of unity that it would look
something like this. When
we all get to heaven, there
is not going to be my
neighborhood and your
neighborhood. We’re all
going to be together so
we may as well start in on
earth.”
Radio station 99 Jams
broadcasted live captur-

Northeast High youth volunteer.

ing the experience, which
featured booth exhibits
displaying various cultural
ethnicities,
clothing,
music, food, artifacts and
history.
A 6ft by 3ft, four-sided
column became a focal
point for people of different cultures to respond to
the thought: “I have a
dream that one day…!”
Each person wrote their
response in their native
language. This gesture
was so impacting that
Northeast High School’s
Multicultural Club is extending the act at their
school.
The thought process
is when people learn
more about one another
they can appreciate each
other and have some fun
while doing it. Seeing Bulgarians, Hispanics, Asians

and African Americans all
dancing to the Caribbean
music was a message all
within itself.
“We are part of the
community and we want
to have a greater role,”
said Donald Jackson, general manager of 99 Jams,
which is the newest community radio station in St.
Pete. “We want to partner
with the people in the
community. Events like
the unity day bring positivity to the Bay area!”
The Bulgarian Dance
group brought the audience together in a display
of trickery dance step
moves that they so gracefully performed. Their
combination of high energy and great grace
made joining in a delight.
The St. Petersburg Police Department Mount

The Bulgarian Dancers

Unit was a captivating
sight, especially for the 60
or so youth at the event.
The beauty of the horse
drew oohs and ahhs from
the crowd as he highstepped
into
dance
moves.
“Did you see that?” exclaimed one youngster,
mystified that such a large
and powerful animal
could be in sync with the
music.
Joining in on the excitement of the day was
Noemi Bosques, a threetime boxing champion.
His championship belts
gave the audience a moment to feel like winners
as they wrapped the belts
around their waists.
Also included were
fun children activities,
such as a bounce house,
kid city, arts and craft,

face painting, basketball
shooting and the popular
henna tattoos. Together,
the audience joined hands
with neighbors to encompass the entire field in a
motion of solidarity.
This “Day On, Not A
Day Off” project was dedicated to bringing people
of various ethnicities and
backgrounds together to
celebrate the diversity
that makes our community great and unique. By
implementing this project,
the goal was to reach beyond the local community
and empower those who
take Dr. King’s message
of hope and equality
everywhere they go.
This project was made
possible by a service award
from the MLK Day of Service Project.

Noemi Bosques with youth holding her
championship belts.

Kalia Lane, Event Chair & Vickie McNeal,
Registration Coordinator
Theresa Solitaire, Kalia & Deborah join Noemi Bosques.

Deborah Saatoff, Program Chairperson
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Local artist Steven Ramsey at the Woodson
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The work of artist Steven
Ramsey is making a point
at the Dr. Carter G. Woodson African American History Museum. Actually,
many colorful points.
The Steven Ramsey
Collection, an exhibit of
new work now showing at
the museum, features the
artist’s pointillism technique, which he uses to
bring his subjects to life.
“I guess I’ve been
doing it 20 years, using
that technique,” Ramsey
explained. “You start with
a blank canvas, dot it with
the point of the brush until
the image appears in full
color.”
Born and raised in
Cleveland, he now resides
in Pinellas Park and his
work has been exhibited
in countries all over the
world, including Canada,
Mexico, Nicaragua and
the Ivory Coast.
One thing Ramsey
loves about this impressionistic style is that the
completed painting has
the power to surprise,
even the man wielding the
brush.
“You don’t know
what’s going to happen
until you really finish because it has your mind
running in many different
directions while you’re
doing it,” he said, “even
though you’re just using
the point of the brush.
Then it comes out so vivid
when it’s complete.”
This colorful collection
features some music
scenes that are set in a
speakeasy. Ramsey called
it a sort of “educational
piece” for young people
who may have heard of
speakeasies but not know
what they were since they
were popular in the ‘20s.
“My whole thing is to
open up young people’s
minds and let them know
that they can be and do
whatever they want to do
in their lives,” he said.
“You just have to put forth

a lot of effort and be patient.”
Ramsey knows a thing
or two about spending
time on his craft as he has
been painting since he
was five when his family
started him out with paintby-number sets. The creative streak runs in the
family as his mother,
uncle and grandfather
were artists.
“I got to see a lot of art
all of the time growing
up,” he said. “I got a real
insight from watching
them paint and do different crafts.”
Aside from the odd
class here or there, he admitted, he never had any
formal art education. He
likes to explore various
techniques,
including
using metal and burlap in
his work, as in his pieces
“Caribbean Dancer” and
“Celebration.”
“Anything that can
give somebody a lift in life
because there’s a lot of
stuff happening in the
world,” he said, about the
purpose his work. “But
one thing about art—it
makes you feel good!”
Ramsey has had his
own reasons to seek the
uplifting quality of art, as
his daughter passed away
at the age of 18 from a
brain tumor in 2006. A top
student, she was a gifted
singer who could sing in
six or seven languages, he
said, and had earned a
scholarship to Cambridge
University in England.
“She loved to sing
Sarah Vaughn, Billie Holiday, Dinah Washington
and all of the old singers,
Ella Fitzgerald. I never
heard anybody sing like
her, even to this day!” he
said.
Only a week before his
daughter was to leave for
England she was hospitalized and wound up in a
coma. It was during this
time that Ramsey went
through a Picasso-esque
“Blue Period” and painted
65 pieces, “all blue.”
“When I looked at the
whole scenario of it, every-

thing was a musician. And
I wasn’t even trying to find
that part of myself. It just
happened,” he recalled,
adding that as a jazz lover
himself, Ramsey believes
there’s a sort of parallel in
music and art.
He has also used his
brush and canvas to depict
larger-than-life cultural
icons like Muhammad Ali,
whom Ramsey had met on
a few occasions. One of
those times was when he
graduated from college
and secured a directorship
at a Y.M.C.A., which Ali
visited just before his famous “Thrilla in Manilla”
fight in 1975.
Ramsey recalled that

Ali had spotted him and
said, ‘You look like you
know something!’ Ramsey
admitted he knew a thing
or two as a street fighter,
and the next thing he
knew Ali invited him to
“throw some jabs with
him.”
Ramsey recalled the
champ’s poetic quip after
their impromptu sparring
session: “He said, ‘You
know, you got some talent,
but you can’t beat me
cause I’m Muhammad
Al!’”
Whatever his subjects
of choice are, his philosophy in life stems from
doing what he loves.
“If everybody felt like me,

like I feel about my artwork, we’d all be happy
and joyful and laughing
and it would be a pleasant
world,” he stated. “I know
that that’s not true right
now, but I hope that one
day everybody can just
get along with each other,
love each other and just
spread love around the
world.”

Ramsey’s works can
be viewed at the Carter G.
Woodson African American History Museum
throughout the month of
February. Log on to woodsonmuseum.org for more
information.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

CONNECT WITH US!
LIMITED SEATING
in the chapel and
anyone interested
should call our church
to reserve their seat.
(727) 323-2222.

The Third Annual ASALH
Black History Month Dinner and Celebration
February 17, 2017 beginning at 6 PM
at the Saint Petersburg Country Club
Cocktail Attire - Tickets are $50.00 per person
Music, Cash Bar, Dinner, and
Renowned Scholar Dr. Sheila Walker (photograph below)
who will speak about the
African Diaspora
and show her highly
regarded documentary:
“Slave Routes: A Global Vision”
Produced by the
UNESCO Slave Routes Project
Sponsored by the St. Petersburg
Branch of the Association for the
Study of African American Life
and History, Inc. (ASALH)
COME JOIN US
for a WONDERFUL
CELEBRATION of BLACK
HISTORY MONTH

C onneCt W ith U s !
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HEALTH & BEAUTY
Vision rehabilitation maximizes hope and independence
New studies predict
boom in cases of low vision, but help is available.
As the last of the babyboom generation approaches the age of 65,
the number of cases of visual impairment and
blindness is projected to
experience a boom of its
own in the coming years.
According to recent studies funded by the National
Eye Institute (NEI) of the
National Institutes of
Health (NIH), the number
of Americans who are visually impaired—including those with low
vision—is expected to
double to more than 8 million by 2050.
Low vision is when
people have difficulty seeing, even with regular
glasses, contact lenses,
medicine, or surgery. People with low vision may
find it challenging to perform everyday activities
such as getting around
the neighborhood, reading the mail, shopping,
cooking, or watching television.
Most people with low
vision are age 65 or older.
The leading causes of vision loss in older adults
are age-related macular
degeneration,
diabetic
retinopathy, cataract, and
glaucoma.
Among
younger people, vision
loss is most often caused
by inherited eye conditions, infectious and autoimmune eye diseases,
or trauma.
Because the consequences of vision loss
may leave people feeling
anxious, helpless, and depressed, it is important to
remind them that there is
help. “People experiencing vision loss should talk
to their eye care profes-

sional and seek a referral
to a low vision specialist,”
advises Paul A. Sieving,
M.D., Ph.D., director of
NEI, one of the federal
government’s principal
agencies for vision research.
A low vision specialist
is an ophthalmologist or
optometrist trained to
help people who have low
vision maximize their remaining sight and continue to live safe,
productive, and rewarding lives. This specialist
can develop a vision rehabilitation plan that identifies
the
appropriate
strategies and assistive
devices for a person’s particular needs.
“A vision rehabilitation
plan helps people reach
their true visual potential
when nothing more can
be done from a medical or
surgical standpoint,” explains Mark Wilkinson,
O.D., a low vision specialist at the University of
Iowa Hospitals and Clinics
and chair of the low vision
subcommittee for the National Eye Health Education Program (NEHEP).
A new report from the
National Academies of
Sciences, Engineering,
and Medicine noted that
vision rehabilitation is essential to maximizing the
independence, functioning, participation, safety
and overall quality of life
for people with visual impairment.
Vision rehabilitation
services are provided by a
team of professionals
such as occupational therapists, orientation and mobility instructors, low
vision therapists, rehabilitation teachers, and adaptechnology
tive
specialists.

These specialists work
together to teach people
with vision loss a variety
of skills, including the following:
• Using magnifying
and adaptive devices
• Navigating safely
around the home and in
public
• Performing daily activities such as cooking,
shopping, and reading
• Finding resources
and support
NEI offers many resources to help people
with low vision, including
What You Should Know
About Low Vision, a 20page, large-print booklet
and companion video that
features inspiring stories
of people living with low
vision. This booklet, video,
and other resources can
be download for free at
www.nei.nih.gov/lowvision.
Eye diseases and vision loss have become
major public health concerns in the United States.
NEI is committed to finding new ways to improve
the lives of people living
with visual impairment.
In addition to providing information and resources,
NEI
has
dedicated more than $24
million to low vision research efforts, including
learning how the brain
adapts to vision loss; finding strategies to improve
vision rehabilitation; and
developing new technologies that help people with
low vision to read, shop,
and find their way in unfamiliar places.
Research like this will
help people with low vision make the most of
their remaining sight and
maintain their independence and quality of life.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist institutional Church

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

sunday Worship services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
sunday school...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible study .......................noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday prayer service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel services - 921 20th street south
sunday Worship service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday small Group Bible study ..............................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

Bethel MetRopolitan BaptiSt ChuRCh

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

rev. Wallace elliott
sr. - pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REv. DR. WAynE G. ThomPSon,
PASToR

“the Little Church Where everybody is somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Faith Church

Church of Christ
@Pinecrest Park

Legacy Week is Feb. 2-10
www.legacyweek.org

301 38th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33713
727-289-5025
Bro. Antonio Seay,
Senior Minister www.pinecrestparkcoc.org

11 A.M. Sunday
Rev. J.C. Pritchett, Pastor
Mrs. Karen Pritchett

www.faithchsp.com • 727-337-9850

@FaithCHSP on Twitter
Faith Church Saint Petersburg on Facebook

Mount piLGriM MissionArY BAptist ChurCh

Victory Christian Center Church

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone: 727-321-7375

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

“God’s People Return to
the Word of God”
Service Schedule
Sunday

pastor Clark hazley, sr.

Mission Statement

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

WEdnESday
Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

SPIC would like to welcome you to away of life
conducive to proper religious growth, we are an
Islamic community in association with W.D.
Mohammed, which proclaims in word and deed the
universal message of Al-Islam, that there is but one
God and one human family. We will cultivate the
patterned growth of human excellence and good character through
building valuable relationships with all God conscious people.

Schedule of Services
Ju’mah (Friday Prayer) service.............................................1:30 pm
Tai’Leem(Sunday Qur’an study) .........................................10:30 am
Sisters (Precious Jewels) meetings every 2nd Sat. ......12:00 noon

Please visit us, you are all welcome!!!!
Imam Wilmore Sadiki & Staff

Sunday Morning Early Worship @ 8:15 AM
Sunday School @ 9:30 AM
Sunday Morning Second Worship @ 10:30 AM
Sunday Evening Service @ 5:00 PM
Monday Men & Ladies Bible Class @ 7:00 PM
Tuesday New Converts Class @ 6:30 PM
Wednesday Bible Class all ages @ 7:00 PM

Pastor
Claude Williams

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

20th Street
church of christ
bro. robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, Fl 33712
home: 896-8006

Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Morning bible class
Sunday Morning Second Worship
ladies bible class Monday
Monday evening bible class
Wednesday Morning bible class
Wednesday evening bible class

..........7:45 a.m.
..........9:20 a.m.
........10:40 a.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

Your
church
ad
could be
here!
contact:
www.TheWeekly
challenger.com

Genesis
Worship
Center
ChurCh
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
Pastor Michael T. and
10:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
Rev. Manuel Sykes

Your church ad could be here
Contact: 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

The Rock of Jesus MissionaRy BapTisT chuRch
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.org
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, pastor

Worship ExpEriEnCEs

Without Walls International Church
Senior Pastor, Randy White
Sundays at 9:00am and 11:00am
Thursdays and 7:00pm
4414 N. Grady Ave Tampa, FL 33614
www.withoutwalls.org 813-879-HOPE

Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor,
the Reverend Brian K.
Brown, its official staff of
Deacons and Trustees, and
the entire congregation, extends to the community at
large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in
a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central core,
the belief that we are a haven
of hope, help, and healing for
a lost world hungry and
thirsty for the word of God.
At St. Mark, we as a body of
believers are Christians willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for the
awesome gift of His son,
Jesus Christ.
Events for Feb 2017
Feb 10-11 - South Florida
Progressive Baptist Association-Rev. Brian K. Brown,
Moderator.
Mid-Winter
Board Session hosted by St.

Friendship MBC

Mark Missionary Baptist
Church.
Feb 10 - Evening Worship: 7:30 p.m.
Feb 11 - Business Meeting: 9:00 a.m.
Feb 19 - In observance of
Women’s Heart Health
awareness, the Health Care
Ministry of St. Mark asks the
congregation to wear Red in
honor of Go Red for Women.
Feb 19 - Church Outing:
Galilee M. B. Church-3:00
p.m.
Feb 26 - Children and
Youth Ministry’s (C.Y.M.)
Taste of Soul in Honor of
Black History Month-After
Morning worship in Fellowship Hall
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of
all ages. Sunday school
starts each Sunday morning
at 9:30 a.m. All are invited to
come out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30

a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday: 5:00 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out to
study the Bible with us, and
learn “What Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held
every Tuesday at 6:00 p.m.
Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2:00-4:00
p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday: 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Wednesday evening: 7:00 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd
Wednesday of each month:
7:30 p.m.

Galilee MBC
Galilee Missionary Baptist Church and Pastor’s Anniversary
Committee
cordially invite you to attend
the Church’s 77th and Pastor’s 37th Anniversary Celebration beginning February
13 – February 19, 2017. The
week-long celebration includes the following worship
services and related activities:
Sunday, February 12th
@ 4:00 pm: “Tea of Colors” –
Frank Cubby Fellowship
Center
Monday, February 13th
@ 7:00 pm: Rock of Jesus
Baptist Church and Reverend Frank Peterman

Tuesday, February 14th
@6:30 pm: “Sweetheart Banquet” – Speaker: Reverend
Robert Sheppard
Wednesday, February
15th @ 7:00 pm: New Pleasant Grove Missionary Baptist Church and
Reverend L. Don Middleton.
Thursday, February 16th
@ 7:00 pm: True Light Missionary Baptist Church and
Reverend Charlie Ward.
Friday, February 17th
@7:00 pm: St. John Missionary Baptist Church of Clearwater and Reverend Fleming
Tarver.
Sunday Morning, Febru-

ary 19th @ 10:50 am: Reverend Joseph Gordon, Guest
Speaker
Sunday Afternoon, February 19th@ 3:30 pm: St.
Mark Missionary Baptist
Church and Reverend Brian
K. Brown, Moderator of
South Florida Progressive
Baptist Association.
Please join us as we celebrate this great occasion.
Galilee Missionary Baptist Church, Inc., 505 – 35th
Street South, St. Petersburg,
FL 33711
Telephone: (727) 3273186 or 327-6957
Reverend Earnest Jones,
Pastor

Pastor’s Corner

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity of Midtown

Healing Heart Disease
“With man this is impossible but with
God all things are possible” (Matthew 19:26).
Every month of the year at least one
physical ailment, such as breast cancer, glaucoma, diabetes, heart disease, HIV/AIDS,
etc., has national attention, usually with a corresponding color and activities to raise awareness about the prevention, treatment, and
cure of the particular disease.
February is “Love Month,” and because
love is symbolized by the heart, February
was chosen as the month to focus on heart
disease, the leading cause of death among
Americans, both men and women.
For over twenty years, churches across
the country have observed Red Dress Day on
the second Sunday in February as a way for
churches to educate its parishioners, especially women, about heart disease. Over the
years, men have been included in the service,
with churches encouraging them to wear red
ties, handkerchiefs, or pocket squares. Dur-

ing the service, ministers often take a few
minutes to talk about heart disease and most
faith communities also have literature available for people to read and take home.
In addition to being aware of heart disease, we of faith must be aware that faith
heals: with God all things are possible, and
healing is possible for any disease. God does
not desire for his children to live in a state of
dis-ease (III John 1:2). Many of the physical
heart disease symptoms are brought on by
our thoughts and feelings. As we ease our
hearts and minds from the stress of this
world and begin to let go of negativity, we can
experience emotional and physical heart
healing.
Whatever we focus on, grows and multiplies. Let us expand our consciousness and
focus on healing, health, and wholeness. Instead of using our words to emphasize the
seeming problem, we can broaden the conversation to talk about the solution, healing.

THIS IS YOUR INVITATION
TO
THE
CHURCH WHERE WE
KNOW “IT'S JUST NICE
TO BE NICE” - COME TO
THE SHIP AND SEE FOR
YOURSELF - Need a
place to call home, we're
not perfect, all of us have
sinned and fallen short,
you can come here just as
you are, seeking a Word
from the Lord, great
Teaching (Wednesday In
The Word, Noon Day and
at 7:00 pm, Also Youth Enrichment, alittle something full of Fun and
Spiritual designed just for
the children and Preaching is what you desire,
well, look no further...The
Friendship
Missionary
Baptist Church, which is
often referred to as “THE
will hold their
SHIP”,
regular Worship Sunday
Services at 7:45 am, 10:45
am and Sunday Church
School at 9:30 am. Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor
and the Official Board
stand ready to WELCOME YOU.
FEBRUARY IS BLACK
HISTORY
MONTH
“THE CRISIS IN BLACK
EDUCATION”
February at the Ship
February 12, 2017 at
the END OF BOTH SERVICES – MINISTRIES
OPEN HOUSE
Wednesday, February
15, 2017 at 7:00 pm, fellowship at Holy Christian's

Anniversary,
Church
Bishop Lewis Sherman,
Pastor, Pastor Evans is
asking the following Ministries to join him at this
Worship Experience, the
Adult Choir, Male Chorus
and 2nd Sunday Ushers
and Nurses, alone with the
Congregation.
Saturday, February 18,
2017 at 9:00 am Health and
Wellness CPR Workshop.
Sunday, February 19,
2017 Both Services, “GO
RED SUNDAY”, AMERICAN HEART ASSOCIATION.
West Coast Baptist District Association –
Saturday, February 18,
2017 from 9:00 am until
11:00 am, First Women's
Auxillary Meeting; held at
the First Baptist Church of
College Hill, 3838 N. 9th
Street, Tampa, Continental
Breakfast to be served
from 8:30-9:00 am, sign up
sheet will be located in the
Atrium for all women of
the Ship.
The Fourth (4th) Annual W.C.B.A. Paul and
Timothy Laymen’s Conference will be held on Saturday, February 25, 2017
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. First
Antioch Missionary Baptist Church, 58 East Main
Street Apopka, Florida,
Rev. Anthony T. Duckworth Pastor. Please secure detailed information
on Resource Table or Contact Deacon Leon Dunbar

or Brother Bobby Robinson. Please register today
for transportation.
TRIBE
OF
GAD
(MARCH)
ALL
OF
FRIENDSHIP
THOSE
MEMBERS WHO ARE
BORN IN THE MONTH
OF MARCH ARE ASK TO
SEE
SIS.
CYNTHIA
PIERCE, TRIBE CAPTAIN, SHE NEEDS TO
UPDATE HER LIST.
“THE SHIP” won't sail
without YOU! For additional information on any
of the announcements,
please contact us by the
following methods: Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, 3300 31st Street
South, St. Petersburg,
Florida
33712 Church
Office: (727) 906-8300 - EMail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “LIVE STREAMING”: Visit Our Website:
w w w. f m b c t h e s h i p . n e t
Visit Our FACEBOOK
PAGE Visit West Coast
Baptist District Association Website: www.expericencethecoast.com
NEED A RIDE TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727)
906-8300 – MONDAY –
FRI. FROM 9 AM - 3 PM.
"REMEMBER AND
PRAY FOR OUR MEN
AND WOMEN IN UNIFORM AS WELL AS OUR
VETERANS THIS NEW
YEARS"

Call 727-896-2922 to advertise
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Signing Day at PTC
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Pinellas Technical College
(PTC) will participate in National Technical Letter of Intent Signing Day Feb. 16
from 11-1 p.m. on the St.
Pete campus, 901 34th St. S.
This
initiative
offers
prospective students a
chance to ink their intentions to complete an occupational program the college.
PTC will be one of 40
technical institutions nationwide that will simultaneously host signing day
ceremonies. The event is designed to honor students entering a technical field and
seeks to emphasize PTC’s
commitment to helping students gain the skills necessary to compete in high
demand occupations.
The ceremonies will include guest speakers, said
Chris Blackwell, occupation
specialist at PTC.

“We’ll have our former
and current students talk
about Pinellas Technical
College and what it has
done for them,” Blackwell
said, adding that there will
be various other speakers
including Pinellas County
Commissioner Ken Welch.
PTC guidance and financial aid representatives will
also talk about careers, he
said, then the signing ceremony will commence as
prospective students will
take the stage to formally
sign their letters of intent.
They’ll receive a PTC shirt
as they exit the stage,
and lunch will follow for students and their families.
“These students have
shown strong interest in the
programs,” Blackwell said,
estimating that about 80 percent of the recruits have already visited the campus
and even talked with program directors.
Some students, he ad-

mitted, are not entirely sure
of what to do after high
school, but PTC wants them
to be aware of their options,
which can include enrolling
in a technical college.
“We’re strong on postsecondary,” Blackwell said.
Even if recruits sign
their intentions with PTC,
they are not bound to enroll,
he noted, but prospective
students planning to attend
deserve a ceremony, just
like those who will be going
to colleges such as
Auburn or Florida, he
said. Though Blackwell
often recruits at high
schools, he pointed out that
PTC attracts students of all
ages.
“I was at a school and I
was talking to the students
about our certifications,” he
recalled, “and the student
went home and shared the
information, and both of her
parents went and signed up
at Pinellas Technical Col-

lege!”
PTC has a high job
placement rate for grads.
Blackwell says that attending a technical college is not
an afterthought for many
high school grads, but a career decision.
“These students see
their future,” he said.
With programs running
the gamut from construction to cosmetology to culinary arts, not only does
PTC have a plethora of programs to choose from, but
the college has also invited
local businesses and companies
to
meet
with prospective students
on Signing Day.
“This is the first time
that we’ve done this,” Blackwell said, “and we’re thinking we’re going to have a
good turnout.”
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

AAG ’75 to finalize “Old School Dance” plans at monthly meeting
ST. PETERSBURG —
AAG ’75’s monthly class
meeting for February has
been moved to next Monday, Feb. 13 at 6:30 p.m. at
the Enoch Davis Center.
The regularly scheduled
meeting falls on President’s Day and the center
will be closed. Additionally, the new start time for
all future 2017 monthly
meetings will be 6:30 p.m.
The focus of this meeting is to finalize plans for
the 15th Annual Old
School Dance, which the
public is invited to. The
dance is AAG ‘75’s oldest
annual fundraiser. It is

held around Valentine’s
Day each year “when love
is in the air” to raise funds
for the various community
service projects adopted
by the organization.
Tickets for the 15th
Annual Old School Dance
will be available for pick up
during the class meeting.
Tickets are also available
at Sports Cuts, 3166 18th
Ave. S, or by contacting an
AAG ’75 classmate or
Ralph Ferguson at (727)
328-8605.
This year dance will
happen Feb. 18 from 711p.m. at the Staybridge
Suites, 940 5th Ave. S, St.

Petersburg. A grown folks
playlist will be provided by
Jay G Entertainment and
free hors d’oeuvres will be
available while they last.
The cost is $25 in advance
or $30 at the door (if available).
The AAG ’75 is a nonprofit organization comprised of students who
were in the seventh grade
at 16th Street or Southside
Junior High Schools during the 1969-70 school
year, and scheduled to
graduate from high school
in 1975.
Classmates are encouraged to visit and like AAG

’75 on Facebook and/or
log onto the class website

www.theaag1975.com for
the latest updates. The

AAG ‘75 class president is
Sandra Fletcher.

